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Welcome to God’s House

The Fourth Sunday of Easter is known as Good Shepherd Sunday and reminds us of
the special relationship we enjoy with our Savior. It was God’s will
that the Shepherd (Jesus) become the Good Shepherd by sacrificing
his life for sheep who love to wander (us). This is how much the
Shepherd loves the flock! You can’t help but be moved by such love!
Listen to his voice, because it is that voice (God’s Word) which gives
true life in him.

SERVICE OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT
Opening Hymn

I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb CW #432

I am Jesus’ little lamb; ever glad at heart I am,
For my shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my needs and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, even calls me by my name.
Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay.
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When I thirst, he bids me go where the quiet waters flow.
Who so happy as I am, even now the shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended,
By his angel hosts attended,
He shall fold me to his breast, there within his arms to rest.

Invocation
M:
C:

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

Confession of Sins
M:

C:

M:

C:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to
forgive us.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
M:
C:
M:

C:
M:
C:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
♫ Lord, have mercy.
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for
the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our
prayer, O Christ.
♫ Christ, have mercy.
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
♫ Lord, have mercy.

M:
C:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us
in your tender care:
♫ Amen.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

Song of Praise

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today CW #150:1-2

Prayer of the Day
M:

Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and
our ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises. Keep us
steadfast in your Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore us

C:

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
♫ Amen.

Scripture Reading

Acts 20:28-32

28

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers.
Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know
that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.
30
Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw
away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I
never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.
32
“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up
and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
Psalm 23

sung responsively between pastor / congregation

The LORD is my shepherd,*
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;*
he leads me beside quiet waters.
He restores my soul;*
he guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,*

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. Refrain
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.*
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,*
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain.
Scripture Reading

1 Peter 5:1-4

1

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings
and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock
that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you
are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not
lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when
the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade
away.
Gospel
11

John 10:11-18

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The
hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and
scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the
sheep.
14
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I
have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will
listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my
Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and
authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”

M:
C:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
♫ Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn

The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW #375

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness fails me never;
I nothing lack if I am his, and he is mine forever.
Where streams of living water flow, my Savior gently leads me;
And where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feeds me.
Confused and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me
And on his shoulder gently laid and home, rejoicing, brought me.
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with you, dear Lord, beside me;
Your rod and staff my comfort still, your cross before to guide me.
You spread a table in my sight, a banquet here bestowing;
Your oil of welcome, my delight; my cup is overflowing!
And so through all the length of days your goodness fails me never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise within your house forever!
Sermon

John 10:11-18

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Offering

the offering plate is placed near the exit door

The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If
you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.

Prayer of the Church
M:

Lord Jesus, Good Shepherd, we have heard the sweet sound of your familiar
and loving voice in the gospel and have feasted in the green pastures of your
Holy Word. Bless your Word in our lives. Use its message to nourish and sustain
us as we journey through this life. Thank you for the joy and peace of knowing
you laid down your life for the sheep…even sheep like us.
Gracious Shepherd, we are truly confused and foolish without you. Forgive us
for the times we wander from you and neglect your voice. Restore us to your
fold, and protect us from the evil one. When Satan does come, dressed in the
sheep’s clothing of false teaching, expose his lies and guide us in your truth.
When earthly pleasures call us to follow the road to hell, use your rod and staff
to curb our sinful nature and lead us in paths of righteousness.
Tender Shepherd, look with special care on all who suffer from loneliness,
heartache, disease, accident, or grief. Lift them into your comforting arms, carry
them through life’s troubling times and renew them with hope and joy in life.
Loving shepherd, we also pray for your “other sheep.” Let your voice be heard
in all the world. Prosper the work of missionaries both home and abroad. Give
to each of us the zeal and courage to share with our friends and neighbors the

good news of sins forgiven. Use our witness to gather others into your flock
under your care.
Eternal Shepherd, when our days on earth come to an end and we walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, lead us safely to our eternal home. There we
will enjoy your goodness and mercy forever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
The Sacrament
M:
C:

The Lord be with you.
♫ And also with you.

M:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
♫ We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
♫ It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M:
C:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
♫ Amen. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Grant us your peace. Amen.

Distribution Hymn

Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense CW #167

Jesus Christ, my sure defense and my Savior, now is living!
Knowing this, my confidence rests upon the hope he’s giving,
Though the night of death be fraught still with many an anxious thought.
Jesus, my Redeemer, lives; I, too, unto life shall waken.
Endless joy my Savior gives; shall my courage, then, be shaken?
Shall I fear, or could the head rise and leave his members dead?
No, too closely am I bound unto him by hope forever;
Faith’s strong hand the rock has found, grasped it, and will leave it never.
Even death now cannot part from its Lord the trusting heart.
I am flesh and must return unto dust, whence I am taken;
But by faith I now discern that from death I shall awaken
With my Savior to abide in his glory, at his side.
Glorified, I shall anew with this flesh then be enshrouded;
In this body I shall view God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded;
In this flesh I then shall see Jesus Christ eternally.
After the distribution, the minister says:

M:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in the
true faith until life everlasting. Depart in peace. Amen.

Thanksgiving
C:

M:

♫ Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of
thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you

C:

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
♫ Amen.

Benediction
M:

C:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.

Closing Hymn

Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW #436

Jesus, Shepherd of the sheep, who your Father’s flock does keep,
Safe we wake and safe we sleep, guarded still by you.
In your promise firm we stand; none can take us from your hand.
Speak—we hear—at your command, we will follow you.
By your blood our souls were bought; by your life salvation wrought;
By your light our feet are taught, Lord, to follow you.
We, in robes of glory dressed, join th’ assembly of the blest,
Gathered to eternal rest in the fold with you.

This Week at Zion
Today: 7:30 / 9:45 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
8:30 / 8:40 a.m. Sunday School / Adult Bible study
Mon:

10:00 a.m.

OWLS meeting at Peace – Hartford

Wed:

10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Beechwood Nursing Home devotion
KM Gardens Devotion
Catechism instructions

Thu:

7:00 p.m.

Worship

Sun:

7:30 / 9:45 a.m. Worship
8:30 / 8:40 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Bible study

In Our Prayers Tina Uelmen, recovering at home from surgery this past Tuesday;
Betty Nickel, who recently moved to Hope Health and Rehab in Lomira.
Baptism Beau Michael Janz, infant son of Adam and Kacie, was baptized in a private
ceremony at church yesterday (Saturday, April 24th). He was born on March 17th. May
God keep him in his baptismal grace all the days of his life.
Lord’s Supper We believe that gathering together at God’s altar to receive Holy
Communion is a testimony of the confession and commitment we share as members
of the Lutheran Church. We ask guests who are not members of our Lutheran
denomination to speak with the pastor before joining us at the altar so all may have a
clear understanding of our faith and practice.
Covid-19 Update At its April 19th meeting, the Council discussed the possibility of
relaxing some of the mask guidelines for worship because of Covid. As a transitional
step, it was decided to keep the Thursday night worship service in church with masks
optional. Both services on Sunday will be in the fellowship hall, the early one masks
optional and the late service masks required. Hopefully this will allow worshipers to
choose a service that matches their comfort level. This will take effect next weekend
(April 28th / May 2nd). Thanks for your cooperation.
Flowers The flowers on the altar today are placed to God’s glory by Tyler & Heidi
Hetebrueg on the occasion of their daughter Phebe’s 2nd birthday.

Thank you to Judy Lemke and Bea Pamperin, who served as our accompanists on
Thursday and Sunday, respectively.
Help Needed Since we have been projecting our Sunday services on the wall, we
could use someone to use the remote control and advance the slides at the correct
time. You can sign up to help by going to
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44ACAE2CA0FA7-zion
Lighthouse Youth Center Zion is scheduled to serve supper at Lighthouse Youth
Center in Milwaukee on Friday, April 30th. There are a few items left to be spoken for.
If you can help, please sign up on the bulletin board.
Blood Drive For your long-term calendars, Zion will be hosting a blood drive on May
25th, from 1:30 – 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Save the date!
Flower Chart There are a number of weekends that are wide open with no one
signed up or only one setting spoken for. If you would like to remember a loved one
with the altar flowers some weekend, please sign your name and the occasion. The $9
/ setting can be placed in the Ladies’ Aid mailbox in the entryway (top center).

