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Welcome to God’s House

When Christians are connected to the Vine, good things happen.
God’s Word reminds us today that as Christians we have a special
connection to our risen Lord, created by faith and strengthened
through the Gospel. As a result of that connection, we bear fruit, or
good works. We don’t need to be told to do them…we just look for
ways to serve our God and neighbor.

THE COMMON SERVICE
Hymn

Speak, O Savior, I Am List’ning CW #283

Speak, O Savior; I am list’ning, as a servant to his lord.
Let me show respect and honor to your holy, precious Word,
That each day, my whole life through, I may serve and follow you.
Let your Word e’er be my pleasure and my heart’s most precious treasure.
Oh, what blessing to be near you and to listen to your voice!
Let me ever love and fear you; let your Word still be my choice.
Many hardened sinners, Lord, flee in terror at your Word,
But to all who feel sin’s burden you give peace and words of pardon.
As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; let your words in me take root.
May your Spirit e’er be near me that I bear abundant fruit.
May I daily sing your praise, from my heart glad anthems raise,
Till my highest praise is given in the endless joy of heaven.

Invocation
M:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
♫ Amen.

Confession of Sins
M:

C:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
♫ Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us.

M:

C:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
♫ Amen.

M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Glory Be to God
C:

♫ Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
we glorify you, we give thanks to you, your great glory,
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.

For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Prayer of the Day
M:

C:

Lord God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us
love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many
changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
♫ Amen.

Scripture Reading

Acts 16:11-15

11

From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day
we went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and
the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.
13
On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to
find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had
gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of
Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord
opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her
household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer
in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.
Psalm 67
M:
C:

May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face shine upon us.

M:
C:

May your ways be known on earth,
your salvation among all nations.

M:

May the nations be glad and sing for joy,

read responsively

C:

for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth.

M:
C:

Then the land will yield its harvest,
and God, our God, will bless us.

M:
C:

God will bless us,
and all the ends of the earth will fear him.

Scripture Reading

1 John 3:18-24

18

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.
19
This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest
in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our
hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we
have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we
keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in
the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded
us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is
how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
Gospel

John 15:1-8

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be
even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to
you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown
into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
after the Gospel, the congregation sings:
C:
♫ Praise be to you, O Christ!

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn of the Day

Chief of Sinners, Though I Be CW #385

Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine, I am his and he is mine!
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, lasting as eternity,
Love that found me—wondrous thought!—found me when I sought him not.
Only Jesus can impart comfort to a wounded heart:
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God in the way that Enoch trod.
Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me.
All my wants to him are known; all my sorrows are his own.
Safe with him in earthly strife, I await the heav’nly life.
Strengthen me, O gracious Lord, by your Spirit and your word.
When my wayward heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply while I live and when I die.

Sermon

John 15:1-8

The Offertory
C:

♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free
Spirit. Amen.

Offering

the offering plate is situated near the exit door

The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If
you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.

Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
C:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
M:

C:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.

Closing Hymn

This Is My Will CW #497



This Week at Zion
Today: 7:30 / 9:45 a.m.
8:30 / 8:40 a.m.

Worship
Sunday School / Adult Bible study

Tue:

12:30 p.m.

Pastors’ Study club / circuit meeting

Wed:

6:00 p.m.

Catechism instructions

Thu:

7:00 p.m.

Worship with Holy Communion

Fri:

7:00 p.m.

KML Children’s Theatre – James and the Giant Peach

Sat:

2:00 p.m.

KML Children’s Theatre – James and the Giant Peach

Sun:

7:30 / 9:45 a.m.
8:30 / 8:40 a.m.
All Day

Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday School / Adult Bible study
Happy Mother’s Day!

In Our Prayers Herbie Justman, who suffered a mini-stroke earlier in the week and is
recovering at home.
We thank our organists this weekend, Anne Drewa on Thursday and Barb Olsen on
Sunday.
The flowers on the altar today are placed to God’s glory by Steve and Patti Rohde on
the occasion of their 41st anniversary.
Worship Protocols At its April 19th meeting, the Council discussed the possibility of
relaxing some of the mask guidelines for worship because of Covid. As a transitional
step, it was decided to keep the Thursday night worship service in church with masks
optional. On Sundays, the early service will be in church with masks optional and the
late service will be in the fellowship hall with masks required. Hopefully this will allow
worshipers to choose a service that matches their comfort level. This will take effect
this weekend (April 28th / May 2nd). Thank you for your cooperation.
Sunday School Singing May 23rd is the last day of Sunday School and the children will
be singing at the beginning of the late service. From now until then, Sunday School
will be in person for all the grades. Please make every attempt to bring your child(ren)
back to Sunday School so we can finish the year strong and build a foundation for next
year.

Please pick up the May calendars (updated since last week), church newsletters and
copies of the new Forward in Christ, all on the cabinets in the entryway or the table
by the kitchen.
Help Needed Since we have been projecting our Sunday services on the wall, we
could use someone to use the remote control and advance the slides at the correct
time. You can sign up to help by going to
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44ACAE2CA0FA7-zion
Lighthouse Youth Center Thanks to all who donated food items for the supper
served at Lighthouse Youth Center on Friday night and to the Galleske family for
serving.
Blood Drive Zion will be hosting a blood drive on May 25th, from 1:30 – 6:30 p.m. in
the fellowship hall. You can sign up by going to http://bit.ly/allenton525 or call
877.232.4376. For more information, go to www.versiti.org/covid19.
KML Children’s Theatre You are invited to KML for this weekend’s productions of
James and the Giant Peach. Tickets are $5 per person. All tickets are general
admission and will be sold at the door starting 30 minutes before each performance.
No tickets will be pre-sold. Seating is first come, first served. Masks are optional.
Cemetery Cleanup If you have any winter decorations in the cemetery, please
remove them. Lawnmowing will begin soon and many of the decorations have
detached or are becoming detached from the markers. Thank you.
Confirmation Invitation Members are invited to stop by for a confirmation open
house at the parsonage on May 16th anywhere between 11:30 – 3 p.m. We welcome
your presence, but please no gifts.

